
HAWK’S CLAWHAWK’S CLAW
Hopkins Academy, 131 Russell Street  Hadley, MA 01035Volume 39 No. 3      February/March 2005

Hawk’s ClawHawk’s Claw
News Briefs

Spirit Week
Spirit Week took place

during the week of February 14.
The Senior class won the
highschool competition while Mrs.
Pipczynski’s homeroom won in the
junior high.

Dance
The Senior Class held an

informal dance on March 5th to
help finance the trip to Montreal.

Mock Trial
The Mock Trial team performed its
final match against the Pioneer Val-
ley Performing Arts team on Feb-
ruary 18th. The team lost a hard
fought match 97-105

St. Patrick’s
Day Parade

The Marching Band will
go to Holyoke on March 20th to
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.

Senior Class Trip
The Senior Class will take

a trip to Montreal from March 30th
to April 2nd.

Senior Night

Girls Varsity Basketball
celebrated their Senior Night Fri-
day, February 18th with a win
against Athol., while the Boys had
their Senior Night February 10th
against Smith Academy.

Basketball
Tournament

The MIAA Varsity Bas-
ketball tournament began Friday,
February 25th. The Hopkins Girls
team qualified for the tournament.
Good luck!

In the midst of a story
filled with murder, deceit, duels,
and mind games, there stands one
samurai caught in the thicket of a
web from which he cannot escape.

This samurai is Macbeth,
and as sword-weilding Japanese
warriors pursue him through the
aisles of the Pioneer Valley Per-
forming Arts School auditorium,
audience members cannot help
but feel that this rendition of
“Macbeth” has been formed
around - rather than in front of -
them.

As Macbeth runs from
these stealthy assassins, a rhyth-
mic melody formed by African
drums pulses through the air, and
actors clad in martial arts uniforms
congregate around their intended
victim.

This is the blend of cul-
ture you receive when you hand
PVPA students a classic tale by
William Shakespeare that takes
place in 12th century Scotland.
They indulge in a bit of tantalizing
freedom and spin it in their own
creative way. Director Dean
Acheson developed the idea to do
Macbeth in a Japanese style set-
ting due to many similarities be-
tween Scotland and Japan during
that time period. In the Scottish
rendition of the play, Macbeth
would have been a knight.

He was a high-ranking
officer who served under the king
and was held in high regard, much
like the samurai of the 12th century.
Dean spoke of the freedom that
Shakespeare implements into his
plays and how he, as a director,
took advantage of it. “Shakespeare
never tells you why the Montague
and Capulet fight,” Dean said. “He
allows you to make that assump-
tion on your own.”

Dean also explained how
he likes to make the audience more
involved during his productions.
He calls it breaking the “fourth

wall,” where the play is brought
to the audience. This is evident as
witches, samurais, messengers,
and nobles make their way through
the audience in both panicked and
passive states. There is one scene
in particular where lights flashed
from aisle to aisle as the samurai
crossed blades with one another.

Authentic musical instru-
ments ranging from Tibetan sing-
ing bowls to African bongos al-
lowed for multiple “feels”
throughout the play. Some conver-
sations called for quiet, relaxing,
and almost cricket like chirping,
while others called for a more dra-
matic effect involving fervent mu-
sic.

Of course, no play is
complete without scenery and
costumes. The costumes and
blades were true to the Japanese
samurai style. Each samurai was
equipped with one, and in some
cases two, katanas. The robes
looked as though they were pulled
right out of “Crouching Tiger Hid-
den Dragon,” as did the choreo-
graphed fight scenes.

The stage was complete
with Japanese-style sliding doors,
and other authentic objects. Scen-
ery ranged from low tables to a
well that witches danced around.

The two-hour play was
intense due to the actors’ remark-
able mastery of Shakespeare’s lan-
guage. Shakespeare’s words are
hard to memorize, and even more
difficult to accurately portray.

Macbeth slips in and out
of sanity throughout the play. His
traitorous deeds against his em-
peror haunt him and cause panic
amongst those who know him best.
Once Macbeth  is crowned em-
peror of Japan, his visions inten-
sify and lead to his undoing.

The PVPA school’s inter-
pretation of Macbeth kept the au-
dience riveted with intense battles
and a mind-blowing command of
language.

By Matt Strom ‘07
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The Hopkins Academy
mock trial team once again got out
to a nice start by winning the first
two matches of the season.  The
first two trials took place at the
Northampton and Orange Court-
houses.

After easily beating
Easthampton in Northampton as
the defense team on Feb. 4th, the
team next went up against Mahar.

On Feb. 9th the Hopkins
mock trial members won a hard
fought, and often-intense match
against the Mahar Mock Trial team.
Against Mahar the team competed
as the prosecution and succeeded
in proving the defendant, Carmella
Berncoat, guilty on two of four ac-
counts.

Witnesses Mallery
Brown, Charity Delsie, and Becky
Sadlowski were praised by the
judge for their excellent retention
of the affidavits and their acting
abilities.  Elizabeth Klein and Gary

Pelissier also performed well on
their opening and closing state-
ments.

On Feb. 18th the team
participated in its final match
against the PVPA Charter School,
a  longtime rival.

This match was extremely
important because the winner
would go on to the next round of
the Mock Trial Tournament.

The Hopkins Academy
team, which performed once again
as the defense, lost a close match
to PVPA, 97-105. Had the team won
it would have been its first time ad-
vancing in the tournament.

The Charter School
Mock Trial  team was extremely well
prepared, and by far the best op-
ponent that Hopkins Academy
faced all season.

Though the team was dis-
appointed in the loss, all felt that
they had given their best effort and
learned a lot from their final trial.

By Ali Blajda ‘05
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Bottle and Can
Drive

The senior class held a
bottle and can drive on March 5th.
All money raised went towards the
senior class trip to Montreal.  The
class raised over $700. Thank you
for bringing your  bottles.

Japanese ‘Macbeth’
orientally enticing

Strong mock trial season
ends with close loss

Ready to attack whomever comes his way, this actor shows what it’s
like to be Macbeth in Japan, during the PVPA’s performance of
‘Macbeth.’

       Girls Varsity Basketball

Samurais a highlight in PVPA play
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On average, it happens
once every five years. It requires
hard work and relentless determi-
nation and drive from those who
accomplish it. Scoring 1,000  points
in a High School Basketball career
is an accomplishment that forever
links the names of those who have
done it to the legend of a school.

Usually sports teams
have one or two players that stand
out from the rest. They make the
big plays and perform well in the
clutch and under pressure. They
are the stars of the team.

That is what Senior Tyler
Hammond is to the boys varsity
basketball team and what Seniors
Lauren and Katie Sylvain are to the
girls varsity basketball team.

When you walk into the
gymnasium, you can’t help but
look at all of the championship and
individual banners. On  the 1,000-
point basketball list no new names
had been added to them since 2000
when Leslie Cook scored her 1,000-
points.

That is until this year,
when  not one but three new names
were added to the prestigious

1,000-point banner. Tyler
Hammond, Lauren Sylvain, and
Katie Sylvain can now look up at
the gymnasium wall and see what
they have done.

Never before in the his-
tory of our school have three
people accomplished this in the
same year. It is also remarkable that
two are twins. In 1998, the Zieja
brothers both reached the mark,-
but they did not reach it in the same
game as the Sylvain sisters did.

Hammond and the
Sylvain sisters have been immor-
talized on that 1,000-point banner
and everyone who passes through
that gymnasium will see those
names emblazoned on that banner.

However, Hammond and
the Sylvain sisters will be more
proud of their team accomplish-
ments than their individual mile-
stones. They will always be proud
of those milestones but they will
take even more pride in the cham-
pionship banners that their teams
have managed to put on the walls.

As the saying goes, there
is no “I” in team.

By Matt Kushi ‘06

A Connecticut man, who
has been on death row for 17
years, has recently given up on his
years of appeals and offered him-
self for execution. His execution
was set for Wednesday, January
26, until the Supreme Court of Con-
necticut issued a stay of execution.

Michael Ross, who raped
and killed eight women ranging in
age from 14 to 25 between 1981 and
1984, was set to be the first per-
son executed in Connecticut since
Joseph Taborsky in 1960. Since
then, death row policies have
changed. Taborsky was sent to the
electric chair, but Ross is set for
lethal injection.

Ross first volunteered for
execution in the winter of 1998
when he published his article, “It’s
Time for Me to Die: an inside look
at Death Row” in the Journal of
Psychiatry and Law. He opens the

article with the words “It’s time for
me to die.”

He continues in the ar-
ticle to explain how both inmates
and guards have attempted to kill
him multiple times. One time, the
guards let other inmates in, and
one of the inmates stabbed him 15
times with scissors. Another time,
an inmate beat him in the stairwell,
sending him to the hospital.

In recent months, many
third parties, including the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union, con-
tacted by Ross’s father, Dan Ross,
have sent briefs to Connecticut’s
Supreme Court to order a stay of
execution. These groups of Psy-
chiatrists claim that Ross is not
mentally capable, because no man
wants to die.

A court ruling decided
that no law allows family members
of an inmate to legally challenge

the death sentence without the
consent of that inmate. His execu-
tion was then reinstated until T.R.
Paulding, Ross’s lawyer, filed for
a delay due to a conflict of inter-
est.

Paulding claimed that
District Judge Robert Chatigy
threatened to suspend Paulding’s
license if it was found that Ross
offered himself for execution only
because he did not enjoy living life
while on death row.

Paulding wanted to re-
solve his personal conflict of in-
terests between representing his
client’s interests, and his own in-
terests in retaining his law license.

Ross and his lawyer plan
to continue on as if the execution
was not delayed, and are trying to
prepare both mentally and emo-
tionally for his death.

By Jack Peirce ‘05

Each year Hopkins Acad-
emy is given opportunities and ex-
tra funding that other school dis-
tricts are rarely offered.  The
Hopkins Academy Board of Trust-
ees not only gives thousands of
dollars to help fund activities at
Hopkins, but they also award sev-
eral scholarships each year to stu-
dents at graduation.

This year the Board of
Trustees gave $20,200 in grants to
the school.  This money will help
to fund Honor Roll Breakfast,
MCAS Breakfasts, AP Testing,
Kidsports, Project Close Up, Jour-
nalism/Yearbook conferences, the
physics and astronomy club, as
well as other activities.

The Trustees awarded
$2,600 in order to alleviate the $82
cost of the Advanced Placement
exam, $1,400 to help in the print-
ing of the Hawk’s Claw, $4,000 for
MCAS remediation, $200.00 in
funding for new clubs and organi-
zations, $2,900 to purchase com-
puter software for the journalism
classroom, $600 for peer mediation
training, $1,600 to provide tele-
scopes for the physics and as-
tronomy club, and $1,000 for
new microscopes for the biology
and advanced biology classes.

The Hopkins Academy
Board of Trustees has been in ex-
istence since 1839, when they were
put in charge of overseeing the
Edward Hopkins Trust. The trust
was the sole source of funding for
the school, while it was a private
institution from 1664-1839.  By

1839 the trust was not enough to
support an entire school.  How-
ever, even when Hopkins became
publicly funded the trust remained
in existence and continued to help
run the school.

Currently the Board of
Trustees has 10 members, who
meet annually to discuss and de-
cide on funding and grants for the
school as well as canidates for
graduation scholarships.  Any
graduate from Hopkins Academy
can be considered for membership
to the board.  When a vacancy
becomes available it is the current
members who nominate and vote
on potential new members.

Today, Hopkins is one of
the only public schools in the
state to continue receiving some
type of funds from a private
source.  The trust funds do not
replace state funding.  Instead ac-
cording to Principal William
Mahoney, the funds are “there to
pay for things above and beyond
what the regular budget pro-
vides.”

The over $20,200 that the
Board of Trustees has donated to
the students and faculty at
Hopkins Academy thus far this
year has made a great impact on
the schools ability to purchase
new equipment and continue to
keep up already existing programs.
“It is important to our school and
without the trust and board of
trustees many of the extras at
Hopkins would not be available”
said Mahoney.

By Ali Blajda ‘05

A 12-year-old of Spring-
field was charged with delin-
quency and murder of a 3-year-old,
who was pronounced dead on
Dec. 19th of last year.

Police responded to a 911
call Dec. 17th at 8:40 PM about a
child who was not breathing prop-
erly after falling and hitting his
head.

 Jeremy Rosario Milian of
Springfield was treated for a se-
vere head injury and multiple
bruises at Baystate Medical Cen-
ter.

By Owen Stebbins ‘07

At the age of 12, the sus-
pect, who’s name has not been re-
leased, became one of the young-
est people to receive murder
charges in Springfield since the ̀ 01
stabbing of an 11-year-old by an-
other 11-year-old in a dispute over
a girl outside Regal Cinemas.

 At that time, he was the
youngest person charged with a
homicide in Springfield since 1834.

The crime index per
100,000 people in Springfield is
more than double the national av-
erage, as is the number of forcible

rapes per 100,000 people.  In 2004,
there were 134 rapes and 17 mur-
ders in the city.

Springfield police offi-
cials and Hampden County District
Attorney William Bennett claim
that the child had been sexually
abused at least two times.  Bennett
also said that Jeremy Milian’s in-
juries were acquired between Dec.
11-17.  As required by state law,
the 12-year-old will be prosecuted
in a juvenile court.  The suspect’s
mother is being held responsible
for the charges against her son.

Photo by Kristen Hayes ‘05

Three seniors,
3,000 points

They’re not just twins anymore, as Katie and Lauren Sylvain celebrate their entrance to the 1000 point
club earlier this season.

Springfield 12-year-old
accused of rape, murder

Hopkins Trustees fund
a bounty of programs

Conn. man prepares to die
Serial killer offers himself for execution






